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Upcoming Events 

THE TCASD TIMES  
The Tamil Cultural & Academic Society of Durham ð Since 2008 

Congratulations TCASD! 
The Arts and Culture Community Award was awarded to 

the Tamil Cultural and Academic Society of Durham by the Town 

of Ajax on April 12 th 2010. It is a great honour for TCASD within 
a very short period of 3 years in Durham to receive the award. It 
reflects TCASD testament of the achievements and contributions 

of community volunteering.  It is a very proud moment for the 
entire Tamil community. 

The success of TCASD stems from its focus on its mission 

statement òDevelop a peaceful culturally oriented and 

educational community;  a community who  thin ks globally, acts 

responsibly and contributes to the society in which it  lives.ó 

 

 

-Pongal 

Celebration 

-University and 
Scholarship Fair 
-Seniors Activity 

Day 
-Science Fair 

- 

-Math Contest 

-Essay Contest 
 

 

-Art Contest 

-Award Ceremony 
-Light of Hope 

Charity Gala 
-20 Minute Ajax 

Makeover 

-Winter fest 

Literacy Day 

 
-Health and 
healing Seminar 

-Navarathiri Pooja 
- Adopting a park 
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In this Issue: 

¶ Celebrating our 
Women 

¶ Celebrating Our 
Heritage 

¶ Giving Back to 

our Elders 

¶ Fundraising for 

the Future 

Spend the summer 

with  the TCASD 

family!  
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Celebrating Our 
Women 

International Womenõs Day 
Celebrations 

 
The youth and the Womenõs Wing of the 

Tamil Cultural and Academic Society of Durham 
(TCASD) were pleased to be invited by the Womenõs 
Multicultural Resource and Counselling Centre of 

Durham to partake in the Womenõs Day celebration, 
which was held at the Ajax Community Centre on the 
8th of March, 2011.  TCASD actively participated in the 
celebration held to praise the importance of women in 
our society. At  our booth, were pamphlets and 
newsletters describing our initiatives and services the 
organization provide a for itõs youth and women as well as 
other activities in the community.  Some of the youth 
members even decorated the hands of visitors with 
Mehendhi. With that said, entertaining games with prizes 

were also organized for the visitors by TCASD. 
 
By participating in this celebration, TCASD was also given the opportunity to visit other booths set up 

by organizations that work towards the development of womenõs well being in the society. These types of 

activities stand as evidence of the communityõs support towards the women and youth of our society. 
Participation by TCASD in this celebration also showed the groupõs team work, unity and quality of caring for 
each other. Over all, the Womenõs Day celebration held at the Ajax Community Centre was a huge success! 
TCASD extends a sincere thanks to the Womenõs Multicultural Resource and Counselling Centre of Durham 

for the opportunity to be part of this enriching event.     
 
- Vashine Kamesan  

On Feb 12th TCASD officially launched their 
Womenõs wing.  It was a great beginning for Tamil 
Women in Durham. TCASD invited communit y 

supporters to provide information on career oriented 
courses, applying for jobs, tips on successful interviews and 
community supports for better living.  Their goal is to assist 
women in their personal development, decision making, 
using their talents to the fullest and participating in 
community leadership. TCASDõs womenõs club philosophy 
incorporates their culture and language.  All women were 
encouraged and motivated to live with confidence and self-
worth to accomplish dreams and projects. It was a very 
positive, encouraging, motivating and opportunistic evening 
for many of the women that attended the event.   
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Womenõs Wing Opening 
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FESTIVE PREPARATIONS  
 

The Tamil Cultural Academic Society of Durham Festive Preparations workshop was held at the 

Ajax Public Library on December 03rd, 2011. This was a partnership event with Ajax Public Library. This 
program was designed to engage women in many activities, empowering women within the community. The 
event coordinators were Jeya Karalasingam and Sutha Thirukumar. 

We would like to thank our Demonstrators: 

 Lanka Loganathan for Pongal and various sandwich snacks. 

 Melody Asby for Christmas decorations such as garland, bows and door bells 

Dharani SriRaj for creativeness with fruits and vegetables 

Vatsala Nathan for flower garlands. 

Thanks to Ajax Public Library for their partnership. 

TCASD Womenõs Wing has engaged women in several educational workshops such as this one. The women 
were excited and participated very actively in the program. The feedback was excellent and the participants 

are looking forward to the next event. 
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Celebrating Our Heritage 

February is Heritage month.  The Tamil 

Cultural and Academic Society of Durham 
(TCASD), once again, was a proud participant 
at the City of Pickeringôs 2011 Heritage Day 

Celebration held on February 26 at the 
Pickering Town Center.  This yearõs celebration 

was extra special because it was the bicentennial 
year; 200 years of growth in diversity, 

population, and great service to the community 
for bettering Pickering. 

To mark this special day TCASD had a 

booth set up displaying various TCASD 

Brochures, a non-stop video presentation and a 
huge beautiful display board of photographs on 
TCASD events. 

 

I

n addition TCASD presented a remarkable 30 

minute dance performance dedicated to the City 
of Pickeringõs Bicentennial. It was a unique 
presentation as the history of Pickering was 

narrated through Pushpajali, the Pot dance, the 
Peacock dance, the stick, scarf, karagatam 

dance and the Fusion dance. 
A special thanks to the city of Pickering 

for giving us the opportunity to be part of this 
memorable celebration and to all the performers 
and volunteers from TCASD for making this 

day a very special and successful one. 
 

Congratulation to TCASD 

for winning Cultural and 

Diversity Award in 

Pickering and Ajax for 2011 
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